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	2 GENERAL OBJECTIVES & POLICIES
	2.1 Introduction
	2.2 General Objectives
	2.2.1 To encourage use and development of land in a manner that is consistent with the principles and guidelines of sustainable development.
	2.2.2 To ensure that the use and development of land is consistent with the vision the community has regarding its future.
	2.2.3 To encourage community economic development initiatives that utilize the land base in a manner that contributes positively to the physical, social, economic and environmental health and vitality of the Mid-West Planning District.
	2.2.4 To ensure that land use and development conflicts are minimized to the fullest practical extent.
	2.2.5 To ensure that development does not occur on unsuitable lands, unless appropriate mitigative measures are taken to reduce any potential negative impacts or enhance the capability of the land to support the proposed development.
	2.2.6 To minimize risks to people and property that are associated with natural hazards such as flooding or erosion.
	2.2.7 To promote wise use of renewable and economically viable non-renewable natural resources including aggregates, minerals, forests, soils, water and fisheries.
	2.2.8 To preserve and enhance areas which have natural beauty, scenic value, recreational potential, historic and cultural significance.
	2.2.9 To protect natural areas and habitats from incompatible or potentially incompatible land uses or development that may involve rare or endangered flora and/or fauna.
	2.2.10 To minimize impacts of development on aquatic ecosystems, wetland environments and riparian areas.
	2.2.11 To recognize, protect and ensure the sustainability of provincial Crown Lands that have been designated as a Wildlife Management Area or protected area.
	2.2.12 To ensure that new developments are compatible with existing and anticipated land uses by minimizing the risks to quality of life, public health and safety and ensuring development potential does not exceed the land’s capability to support such...
	2.2.13 To provide a measure of protection for investments in public and private infrastructure, including utilities and transportation networks in order to maintain cost-effective operations of new, upgraded or extended infrastructure services.
	2.2.14 To support development which utilizes site design and construction techniques which reduce reliance on non-renewable resources.   Examples of technology and techniques which promote energy conservation include site selection and design which ma...
	2.2.15 To promote and support the development of commercial-scale renewable energy resources such as but not necessarily limited to bio-fuels, solar and wind power production contributing to the diversification of the rural economy in a manner which i...
	2.2.16 To support the development of affordable housing, in order to enable the retention of youth and ‘aging in place’ for seniors.

	2.3 General Policies
	2.3.1 The Provincial Land Use Policies, as set out in the regulations to The Planning Act, will be utilized as broad policy guidelines when undertaking amendments or statutory reviews of the Mid-West Planning District Development Plan.
	2.3.2 Hazardous uses refer to facilities or developments, exclusive of railways and highways, which manufacture, handle, store or distribute hazardous materials.
	2.3.3 Wherever possible, new hazardous use facilities should be separated from settlement centres and buildings used for human occupation.
	2.3.4 Where development of a potentially hazardous use is proposed, information may be required by Council or the Board relating to the nature of any potential discharges; the nature of outside storage; the compatibility of surrounding land uses; and ...
	2.3.5 Natural areas and habitats should be protected from incompatible or potentially incompatible land uses, activities or development where;
	2.3.6 Where privately initiated habitat conservation land leases or land transfers are being proposed, the appropriate Provincial Government Department will be encouraged to consult with the Mid-West Planning District prior to approving the designatio...
	2.3.7 Inter-municipal co-operation and co-ordination with both the Little Saskatchewan River Watershed District and the Upper Assiniboine River Watershed District is encouraged in the application and implementation of measures to protect the Mid-West ...
	2.3.8 Access to natural areas and wildlife and fisheries habitat will be encouraged (e.g. eco-tourism) to foster appreciation for and enjoyment of nature but such access should not lead to levels of activity which will exceed the capability of the are...
	2.3.9 Development will generally be directed away from
	 lands which would be flooded by the 200-year flood, or by a recorded flood exceeding   the 200-year flood, and
	 lands which would within a 100-year period be eroded or become unstable due to the action of water contained in an adjacent waterway or water body.
	2.3.10 It may not be practical or desirable to restrict certain development in hazard areas.  Developments should, however, be carefully planned to ensure that the hazard has been eliminated or mitigated to an acceptable level.  In these instances, pr...
	2.3.11 In areas where the specific hazard has not been determined, buildings (and all newly constructed habitable buildings and structures) shall be set back from all waterways a distance of at least 10 times the height of the bank above channel grade...
	2.3.12 A functioning riparian area of native vegetation helps stabilize banks, provides aquatic and wildlife habitat and protects water quality.   The preservation and rehabilitation of native vegetation will be encouraged in sensitive environmental a...
	2.3.13 To promote the protection of riparian areas, the establishment and protection of undisturbed native vegetated areas located upslope from the ordinary high-water mark and adjacent to all waterbodies and waterways is encouraged by the following:
	2.3.14 No development should occur within 30 metres (99 feet) of any surface water within the Mid-West Planning District. Permanent vegetation should be encouraged on lands within the 30 metre (99 foot) riparian area to prevent erosion, siltation, and...
	2.3.15 Where drainage works are proposed, the proponent shall be responsible for determining the need to obtain approval and a “Licence for Construction of Drainage Works” from the appropriate Provincial Government Department.   Drainage works on shar...
	2.3.16 All proposed development located immediately adjacent to or within waterways and water bodies which has the potential to harmfully alter, disrupt or destroy aquatic habitat including the riparian area may require authorization by the Federal De...
	2.3.17 In the case of development proposals which require significant volumes of surface water and/or groundwater, the proponent may be required to obtain a Water Rights Licence from the Province.  Development approval at the local level may be withhe...
	2.3.18 Where a development or activities are proposed that may cause pollution under normal operating conditions or by accident, the proponent may be required by the Board or Council to undertake an engineering or hydro-geological investigation of the...
	2.3.19 Heritage resources should be protected from incompatible or potentially incompatible land uses which may threaten their integrity or operation where buildings or landscapes have received or are in the process of receiving municipal or provincia...
	2.3.20 The development, designation and preservation of heritage resources should be coordinated with other heritage and recreational resources in the region, existing and proposed, to maximize interpretive and tourism potential.
	2.3.21 Sites and groupings of sites with heritage potential will be considered for designation as municipal heritage sites under The Heritage Resources Act.
	2.3.22 Existing outdoor recreational uses and areas should be protected from incompatible or potentially incompatible land uses which may threaten their integrity.
	2.3.23 Proposed recreational development should not unduly restrict the access to and the use of natural resources such as rivers, lakes and streams.
	2.3.24 Proposed recreational developments will be encouraged to balance the scale and intensity of an intended recreational use with the capability of the land base and environment to support the proposed use in a sustainable manner.
	2.3.25 Areas designated by the Province of Manitoba as being of high aggregate, mineral, oil or gas potential or those mineral lands that are encumbered by a valid mineral disposition under the Mines and Minerals Act should be protected from incompati...
	2.3.26 In areas designated by the Province of Manitoba as being of medium aggregate, mineral, oil or gas potential, incompatible and potentially incompatible land uses may be allowed following Provincial review and approval.
	2.3.27 In areas with known or potential aggregate, mineral, oil or gas resources, only land uses that will permit future access and development of the resources shall be allowed.
	2.3.28 Lands disturbed by mineral extraction will be rehabilitated to a condition that is environmentally safe, stable and compatible with adjacent land uses.
	2.3.29 Essential activities of government and public utilities should be permitted in any land use designation subject to requirements in a municipal zoning by-law.  Such uses should be located and developed in a manner which will minimize any incompa...
	2.3.30 Co-operation will be encouraged with Manitoba Hydro, Bell MTS and any other utility to ensure the economical provision of services.
	2.3.31 Existing public and private utilities should be protected from incompatible or potentially incompatible land uses which may threaten or adversely affect their operation.
	2.3.32 In order to minimize exposure to the undesirable effects of sewage lagoons and solid waste disposal sites, development in the vicinity of these facilities will be limited to agricultural and industrial uses that would not be adversely affected ...
	2.3.33 The development of private for-profit commercial-scale renewable energy resources may be allowed as conditional uses in Rural Policy Areas subject to municipally specific zoning by-law siting and setback requirements and regulations.
	2.3.34 New or expanded development, including proposed subdivisions shall not be approved unless there are facilities and capacity in place to adequately manage the waste (i.e., solid, liquid, septage, etc.) that will be generated by the development.
	2.3.35 New or expanded municipally operated solid or liquid waste disposal grounds should not be placed in groundwater sensitivity areas as identified on Background Study Reference Map 4 of Appendix “A” herein unless an engineering investigation accep...
	2.3.36 Any development application within 200m of a major oil or gas pipeline should be referred to the pipeline operator so they can ensure that proper safety protocols are enacted on their end.
	2.3.37 The Mid-West Planning District and its member municipal councils will consult with the appropriate Provincial Government Department on all land use issues affecting the provincial highway system to ensure that the safety and efficiency of these...
	2.3.38 All developments shall conform to the appropriate statutory requirements of the Province of Manitoba as they affect the provincial highway system.
	2.3.39 Land uses which generate significant amounts of regional vehicle traffic and / or significant truck traffic (e.g. agro-commercial land uses) should be encouraged to locate in planned locations in proximity to major roadways, including provincia...
	2.3.40 Commercial uses which primarily serve the travelling public should be encouraged to locate where there is access available from major roadways, including provincial roads and provincial highways where appropriate.
	2.3.41 Developments which have the potential to generate significant vehicle traffic should be directed away from those areas and land uses where there may be a safety, noise, dust, vibration or vehicle volume issues.
	2.3.42 Where an area of development is bordered on one side by a major transportation corridor or facility such as a highway or rail line, any new development should be directed to the same side of a corridor to maintain maximum safety conditions by e...
	2.3.43 Local road networks should be planned and designed economically in order to service both existing developments and future requirements.
	2.3.44 Proposed developments which will contribute to a series of lots which require direct access to the provincial highway system will not be permitted.
	2.3.45 Proposed developments which may have a detrimental impact on the safe and efficient operation of the provincial highway system shall not be permitted unless mitigative measures suitable to the Province of Manitoba are incorporated into the deve...
	2.3.46 The subdivision of land or development of existing land parcels in areas designated for highway widening or expansion shall incorporate provisions suitable to the Province of Manitoba to accommodate future widening or expansion projects.
	2.3.47 Development proposed within the control areas of Provincial Roads (PRs) and Provincial Trunk Highways (PTHs) under provincial authority will be subject to approval by the appropriate Provincial Government Department and/or the Highway Traffic B...
	2.3.48 Where proposed development is located within 75 meters (250 feet) of a railway right-of-way, the proponent may be required to undertake noise and/or vibration studies to the satisfaction of Council and/or the Board, and as directed by Council a...
	2.3.49 The Council and/or Board should consider the provisions of the Guidelines for New Development in Proximity to Railway Operations document (prepared for the Federation of Canadian Municipalities and Railway Association of Canada) when evaluating...
	2.3.50 Renewable energy projects (e.g. bio-fuel, solar, geothermal, wind, etc.) that can be sited in a manner which is complimentary to the adjacent land uses should be supported as a means to combat climate change and promote sustainable development.
	2.3.51 Upon renewal of the MWPD member municipalities’ zoning by-laws, regulations, use standards and bulk standards will be developed in order to guide the location and scale of renewable energy projects.
	2.3.52 Affordable housing should be supported by enabling the development of alternative housing types (including, but not limited to secondary suites and manufactured homes). This should be accommodated through member municipalities’ zoning by-laws, ...


	3 Rural Policy Areas
	3.1 Introduction
	3.2 Objectives
	3.2.1 To maintain and enhance the dominant role of agricultural activities within the Rural Policy Areas of the Mid-West Planning District.
	3.2.2 To minimize the unnecessary fragmentation of large land parcels in Rural Policy Areas as a means of preserving the agricultural viability and rural character of the Planning District.
	3.2.3 To recognize the distinct differences and required management practices between livestock operations (LOs), mixed farms as well as specialized agricultural operations in Rural Policy Areas and to make provision for their continued viability with...
	3.2.4 To recognize that within Rural Policy Areas of the Mid-West Planning District a variety of legitimate rural uses associated with agricultural, residential, commercial, industrial and recreational activities must be accommodated in a manner which...
	3.2.5 To ensure that farmers are able to supplement their income through diversification in agriculture, home based businesses, and industries, while maintaining agriculture as their primary business.
	3.2.6 To provide policy direction to Planning District officials, Municipal Councils, livestock producers and the general public in dealing with existing and newly proposed livestock operations.
	3.2.7 To limit the potential for land use conflicts between livestock producers and the general public in dealing with existing and proposed livestock operations.

	3.3 Policies
	3.3.1 Agricultural land uses, extensive outdoor recreation, resource-related development (including private, for-profit renewable energy developments), agro-commercial /industrial and residential uses may be appropriate in Rural Policy Areas.    In ad...
	3.3.2 Development in Rural Policy Areas which supports and strengthens agricultural activities will be encouraged to locate in a manner which is complementary to the agricultural sector and does not create potential land use conflicts with existing ru...
	3.3.3 Non-agricultural and non-resource-related developments in Rural Policy Areas should be directed away from or minimize the use of Prime Agricultural lands and should generally be directed away from viable lower class agricultural lands and existi...
	3.3.4 Proposed developments in Rural Policy Areas which by virtue of their use, land requirements, and servicing arrangements would compete with urban areas should be discouraged.
	3.3.5 Rural Policy Areas should, subject to the limitations governing livestock operations set out in PART 3, Sections 3.3.9 through 3.3.21 herein, be preserved for a full range of agricultural activities on prime agricultural land where there are no ...
	3.3.6 To support the ongoing viability of agricultural operations, lands in the Rural Policy Area should generally be maintained in large parcel sizes (generally 80 acres or larger).
	3.3.7 Small land holdings for commercial small-scale or specialized agricultural operations and livestock operations may be allowed in the Rural Policy Area provided that such proposals are compatible with other policies contained herein as well as ex...
	3.3.8 Existing agricultural enterprises in Rural Policy Areas which operate within generally accepted farm management practices and in conformance with provincial regulations should be protected from any developments which might unduly interfere with ...
	3.3.9 Proponents, owners and operators of existing, newly siting and/or expanding livestock operations will be encouraged to develop facilities and conduct their operations in a manner which minimizes the production of offensive odours, potential poll...
	3.3.10 All newly siting or expanding “livestock operations”, as defined in The Planning Act, being proposed for development anywhere in the Mid-West Planning District shall be characterized by the sum total of animal units (AU’s) produced by all types...
	3.3.11 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations being proposed anywhere in the Mid-West Planning District which are 300 animal units (AU) or larger in size shall, regardless of their location, be subject to the conditional use approval proce...
	3.3.12 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations being proposed in the Mid-West Planning District which are less than 300 animal units (AU) in size shall be subject to the policies of this plan and an approval process as defined in the munici...
	3.3.13 Rural Policy Areas as shown on Policy Map 1 of PART 8 herein, shall, subject to the policies herein, generally be available to accommodate a full range of newly siting or expanding livestock operations providing they are sited and/or expanded i...
	3.3.14 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations located in Rural Policy Areas of the Mid-West Planning District will only be allowed to locate in areas where they will be compatible with surrounding land uses and they will not pose a polluti...
	3.3.15 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations located in Rural Policy Areas should be directed away from natural hazard areas subject to flooding, inadequate drainage, erosion or with a continuous or reoccurring high water table.  The site...
	3.3.16 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations being proposed in Rural Policy Areas in the Mid-West Planning District which consist of 300 animal units (AU) or more shall be subject to a provincial Technical Review Committee report.   This ...
	3.3.17 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations being proposed in the Rural Policy Area of the Mid-West Planning District should not be located on soils determined by detailed soils survey, acceptable to the Province at a scale of 1:50,000 o...
	3.3.18 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations being proposed in the Rural Policy Area of the Mid-West Planning District shall have access to (either by direct ownership or lease) and use of sufficient lands to accept the application of all...
	3.3.19 In order to provide a measure of protection for surface water quality, all buildings and structures associated with all newly siting or expanding livestock operations (including livestock confinement facilities and manure storage facilities) in...
	3.3.20 All newly siting or expanding livestock operations located in Rural Policy Areas of the Mid-West Planning District shall, based on the size of the livestock operation expressed in total animal units (AU) calculated cumulatively across species, ...
	3.3.21 The siting and mutual separation requirements between all newly siting or expanding livestock operations in Rural Policy Areas and single residences not associated with the livestock operation and designated areas as specified in each member mu...
	3.3.22 Where Council is considering approval of the establishment or expansion of a livestock operation in the Rural Policy Area, it may require the proponent to enter into a development agreement dealing with specific matters specified in The Plannin...
	3.3.23 Where Council is considering approval of a newly siting or expanding livestock operation in the Rural Policy Area, the following factors shall be considered by Council in evaluating support for the proposed development:
	3.3.24 Where a newly siting or expanding livestock operation is being proposed in the Rural Policy Area where there is known mineral or aggregate potential as shown on Appendix “A” Background Reference Map 10 herein, the appropriate Provincial Governm...
	3.3.25 The development of a newly siting or expanding livestock operation located in Rural Policy Areas throughout the Mid-West Planning District shall not take place until all approvals as required under The Planning Act, The Environment Act and/or a...
	3.3.26 The keeping of up to a maximum of nine (9) animal units (AU) cumulative across species may be allowed on small farm and non-farm residential parcels in Rural Policy Areas of the Mid-West Planning District provided that the total amount of anima...
	3.3.27  The subdivision of land to create small land holdings for commercial small-scale or specialized agricultural operations and livestock operations may be allowed in the Rural Policy Area providing it does not conflict with other policies contain...
	3.3.28 The subdivision of land for farm residential purposes may be allowed in accordance with any one or more of the following options:
	3.3.29 Subdivision of land for small-scale rural non-farm residential purposes may be allowed in accordance with any of the following options:
	3.3.30 For options a) through f) above, there is a maximum limit of two residential one-lot subdivisions per quarter-section.
	3.3.31 When calculating the number of farm/non-farm subdivisions in a quarter section, to determine eligibility to subdivide for residential purposes, existing approved and registered subdivisions shall be counted in determining what subdivision oppor...
	3.3.32 The cumulative adverse effects of a large number of small-scale subdivisions, that include new and existing lots in close proximity to one another in rural areas, may be treated as a cluster and should be considered by the Board for possible re...
	3.3.33
	3.3.34 Subdivision for new multiple-lot planned rural non-farm residential or seasonal recreation development may be allowed as an alternative to urban residential or small-scale rural non-farm residential development.  Development of this type will r...
	3.3.35 The subdivision of land for both farm residential and non-farm residential purposes may be allowed subject to satisfying all of the following criteria:
	3.3.36 Resource-related (including private, for-profit commercial-scale renewable energy developments), agro-commercial/industrial and certain commercial and industrial developments, which because of their nature, may not be able to be accommodated in...
	3.3.37 Commercial and industrial developments in Rural Policy Areas should locate at appropriate locations in a manner that is consistent with the transportation policies of this document.
	3.3.38 Commercial and industrial developments in Rural Policy Areas will ideally be sited in clusters along one side of a provincial highway, provincial road or municipal road.  Although sometimes necessary in the elimination of direct vehicular conne...
	3.3.39 Commercial and industrial developments in Rural Policy Areas should be located as close to an urban or settlement centre as is safe, nuisance-free and practical in order to strengthen existing communities.  However, such developments should be ...
	3.3.40 Non-resource related commercial and/or industrial land uses shall generally be directed away from prime agricultural land, viable lower-class land used for agriculture, and existing or approved livestock operations. However, where the use of pr...
	3.3.41 Subject to meeting zoning regulations, the following land uses may be accommodated in the Rural Policy Areas:


	4 Part 4:  Urban and Rural Settlement Centre Policy Areas
	4.1 Introduction
	4.2 General Objectives
	4.2.1 To develop land use policies which mitigate to the fullest practical extent potential land use conflicts which may arise from incompatible uses.
	4.2.2 To encourage the efficient and economical use of existing municipal infrastructure by promoting the infill and revitalization of existing development areas.
	4.2.3 To identify suitable areas for future development in keeping with the anticipated demand for land and efficient servicing strategies.
	4.2.4 To encourage a full range of commercial, industrial, public institutional and recreational uses to support the needs and requirements of each urban community.
	4.2.5 To promote the redevelopment of rural settlement centres by providing flexibility in terms of lot sizes and by enabling municipalities to consider allowing a limited amount of livestock (up to a maximum of 9 AU cumulative across species)

	4.3 Policies
	4.3.1 Residential, commercial, industrial, indoor recreational and public institutional uses requiring piped municipal services should be directed to larger settlement centres with piped water and/or piped sewer systems.
	4.3.2 Settlement centres should provide for an appropriate mix of residential, commercial, industrial, public institutional and recreational lands in quantities reasonably related to demand.
	4.3.3 Infilling and revitalization of existing built-up areas should be encouraged as a means to accommodate new development in settlement centres.
	4.3.4 Where suitable vacant land is not available, new development should be encouraged to locate adjacent to built-up areas where public services, including roads, water and sewer services, power lines and other services can be efficiently and econom...
	4.3.5 Where large undeveloped areas are being considered for future development, an overall concept plan should be prepared for the area, in order to provide for an efficient, well-planned development.  The concept plan should illustrate the general a...
	4.3.6 In settlement centres without municipal sewer or water, larger rural estate lots in the two to five-acre size may be allowed. In addition, a limited number of farm animals may be allowed in conjunction with the residence subject to meeting local...
	4.3.7 All new developments shall be evaluated based on:
	4.3.8 As a condition of approving a subdivision in a settlement centre where a central sewage disposal system does not exist, the building lots shall be of adequate size to permit the effective functioning of an on-site sewage disposal system in accor...
	4.3.9 A reasonable supply and variety of housing types in relation to anticipated demand (which Council may require the development proponent to demonstrate, e.g. through a study) should be developed in areas that minimize potential land use conflicts.
	4.3.10 Infilling and revitalization of existing dwellings and neighbourhoods should be an ongoing process to compliment land requirements to meet residential demand.
	4.3.11 The development of new residential areas may require the preparation of detailed conceptual plans.  In general, new residential areas should be contiguous to compatible developments and promote the efficient extension of municipal infrastructur...
	4.3.12 The central commercial core area of larger settlement centres should be promoted as the principal location for specialized retail, professional offices, financial institutions, and government offices.  Emphasis will be placed on infilling vacan...
	4.3.13 For urban settlement centres, commercial developments with extensive site and parking requirements will be encouraged to locate at appropriate locations outside of the central core in appropriately designated areas.  For new commercial developm...
	4.3.14 The development and servicing of new commercial areas on the periphery of urban settlement centres should only be undertaken if there are no serviced lands available to accommodate projected demands.  The servicing of new commercial areas shoul...
	4.3.15 Home-based occupations and home-based industries are secondary to a primary residential use and are, generally, modest in scale and investment and should not generate significant levels of traffic or otherwise have adverse effects on neighbouri...
	4.3.16 Industrial uses which are incompatible or potentially incompatible with other settlement centre uses should be developed at suitable locations where they will not endanger public health and safety.  If selection of such a site is not possible, ...
	4.3.17 The rehabilitation and redevelopment of existing industrial sites should be promoted prior to developing new industrial areas.
	4.3.18 New industrial developments should be based on identifying a land area large enough to concentrate the demand for such uses in a planned fashion while minimizing the servicing and infrastructure development costs associated with such developmen...
	4.3.19 Large scale public institutional or recreational development may be required to undertake site selection studies that consider such factors as complimenting existing similar developments, maximizing the use of existing infrastructure, vehicular...
	4.3.20 Small scale public institutional and recreational developments should be encouraged to locate adjacent to similar uses or in the central commercial core of larger settlement centres.
	4.3.21 All public institutional and recreational development shall be evaluated with respect to their potential impacts on residential areas, particularly with respect to vehicle traffic and parking issues.
	4.3.22 Where municipally operated water or sewer services are provided within any developed area, new developments should be required to connect to these services at the time of development.
	4.3.23 Where piped water or sewer services are not available in urban settlement centres, development should be planned so as to be able to accommodate efficient and economical piped water and sewer services in the future.
	4.3.24 The extension and/or improvement of piped water and sewer services should be implemented so as to efficiently and economically service proposed development areas.
	4.3.25 Developments which have the potential to generate significant vehicle traffic should be encouraged to locate away from residential areas where the traffic would generate unacceptable levels of noise and vibration in addition to potential safety...
	4.3.26 Developments which primarily serve the travelling public should be sited at planned locations with access to major roadways and provincial highways where appropriate. Direct access to the provincial highway system will be discouraged, whereby a...
	4.3.27 Developments that have potential to generate significant truck traffic should be sited at planned locations with access to major roadways and provincial highways where appropriate. Direct access to the provincial highway system will be discoura...
	4.3.28 Subject to meeting zoning regulations, the following land uses may be accommodated in the Urban and Rural Settlement Centre Policy Areas:


	5 Part 5:  Rural Residential Policy Area
	5.1 Introduction
	5.2 General Objectives
	5.2.1 To plan rural residential development in such a manner so as to minimize the effects of such developments on agriculture as well as the Urban and Rural Settlement Centre Policy Areas, while offering an alternative to a more urban lifestyle.
	5.2.2 To ensure that the development of rural residential areas occurs in a logical manner and on an economically sound basis.
	5.2.3 To ensure that proposed developments could be serviced to an appropriate rural standard and in a cost-effective manner with respect to road access, water supply and wastewater disposal.
	5.2.4 To preserve the rural character, open space and environment of the Rural Residential Policy Area.
	5.2.5 To ensure that rural residential development takes place in an orderly and economical manner and allows for the eventual servicing of these areas in the future by municipal sewer and/or water when and if available.
	5.2.6 To ensure that the public’s health is protected by locating subdivisions on land with the appropriate soil for on-site waste management systems and groundwater conditions.
	5.2.7 To minimize the impact that rural residential development may have on the physical and ecological resources of an area.

	5.3 Policies
	5.3.1 Rural residential development shall, wherever possible, be directed away from prime agricultural land and towards sites with low potential for agriculture due to adverse topography, fragmented land ownership, or other physical constraints and th...
	5.3.2 Rural residential development shall be planned in a manner that will not produce unacceptable social or economic costs.  The approving authority will consider the impact of such development on the provision of such public services as schools, sc...
	5.3.3 Rural residential lots shall be of such dimensions so as to maintain the rural character of the land and allow for onsite sewage disposal.  Care shall be taken to ensure that subdivisions are not wasteful of land.
	5.3.4 Rural residential development shall accommodate adequate drainage, the proper function of a septic field or other acceptable method of domestic effluent disposal, and a potable water supply, pursuant to The Environment Act.
	5.3.5 Proposed rural residential developments shall protect or enhance existing treed acreage.
	5.3.6 Infilling of existing built-up areas shall be encouraged as a means to accommodate new development in order that public services can be efficiently and economically expanded.
	5.3.7 It shall be the responsibility of the development proponent to demonstrate to the Board and Council that:
	5.3.8 Rural Residential Policy Areas shall not develop on the fringe or periphery of the Urban Settlement Centre Policy Areas unless concept or secondary plans have been prepared and adopted by the municipality in consultation with appropriate Provinc...
	5.3.9 Mutual separation distances shall be maintained between designated rural residential developments and livestock operations to minimize potential adverse affects on such operations.
	5.3.10 Concept or secondary plans that include servicing and phasing components shall be required for the creation of large multi-lot rural residential developments.
	5.3.11 Subdivision designs for rural residential developments shall minimize the impact to ecologically sensitive lands.
	5.3.12 New subdivisions shall be linked to the transportation network and facilities by a road in such a manner that it least interferes with through traffic on Provincial roads and highways. The integration of the road network with existing subdivisi...
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